
What is it the Young Composers Project?
The Young Composers Project (YCP) is a scheme set up by Birmingham Conservatoire, and composers Kirsty 

Devaney and Joe Cutler, to support young composers in the UK. 
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YCP’s
key aims are:

The full  YCP 

course runs from 

October 2017 – March 2018, 

ending with a public concert of the 

students’ music at Birmingham 

Conservatoire.  The course includes 7 whole day 

workshops on Sundays. The young composers will work 

alongside both professional composers, musicians and students at the 

Conservatoire to create new music in a number of ways. Students will receive

one-two-one composing tuition, learn new composing techniques, take part in 

debates about composing, have their music performed live and share ideas with the group.  

This year YCP will be exploring how composers work with other art forms such as 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 art,	dance,	film	and	stage.		
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Allow young people to experience real 

composing practice and life at the 

conservatoire whilst supporting them through their 

long-term composing progression.

Create a safe space and community where young 

people feel free to confidently share ideas, explore 
their own music creatively and receive regular 

supportive feedback and guidance on their music.



‘‘

YCP is for any young person interested in composing aged 14-18. 

We define ‘composing’ as ‘creating a new piece of music’. We enjoy 
working with a diverse range of students with different levels of 

composing experience. Whether you create songs, write 

instrumental music, or improvise we want to hear from you! We 

recommend students are based in the Midlands due to travel but are 

happy to consider students from further afield.

Who
is

the 
full

course 
for?

When are the sessions? 
One Sunday per month during Oct-March (dates tbc)

    10am - 4pm   

Due to Birmingham Conservatoire moving premises over the summer 
months,	we	have	not	been	able	to	confirm	all	our	dates	yet.	The	first	
session	is	planned	to	take	place	on	th	15th	October.		As	soon	as	dates	

are	confirmed	all	students	will	be	contacted.			

Where?

Birmingham Conservatoire, 

200 Jennens Rd,

Birmingham, 

West Midlands, 

 B4 7XR

How do I get involved?  
We accept around 15 composers every year for the full course. You need to fill in the application form 
and send it to birminghamyoungcomposers@gmail.com or by post to;

Kirsty Devaney, 48 Waterloo Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham, B14 7SD.

Email us at birminghamyoungcomposers@gmail.com to get an application form or download it from our 

website: www.youngcomposersproject.com

Deadline: September 22nd, 2017



Visit our 
 website www.youngcomposersproject.com

It’s a really good opportunity to compose 
without being examined for it. 

I really love the liberty to compose what 
I want…I’ve really liked to freedom to 

experiment with different ideas.‘‘
’’

Anybody who is starting out in school as a young composer can feel rather 
isolated and therefore these people being brought together is extremely 

important for that.
(Judith Weir, Master of the Queens Music)‘‘ ’’‘‘‘‘ ’’’’

Do	I	get	a	qualification	for	the	course?
Project leader Kirsty Devaney is a trained Arts Award Advisor and can award Bronze and Silver Arts Award 

certificates that are a level 1 and 2 on the Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF). If you are already 
working towards an arts award or would to know more, see the link below or email us.

www.artsaward.org.uk

A creative space with people who 
are passionate about music…you 

should go!

…I can do anything if I just open my 
mind.

Important contact information: 

birminghamyoungcomposers@gmail.com

Kirsty Devaney (project leader):    07977175692 
Joe Cutler (head of composition):    Joe.Cutler@bcu.ac.uk
Birmingham Conservatoire:     0121 331 5901


